URGING INCREASED AWARENESS OF ENDOMETRIOSIS.

WHEREAS, ENDOMETRIOSIS IS A PAINFUL REPRODUCTIVE AND IMMUNOLOGICAL DISEASE WHICH IS A LEADING CAUSE
OF FEMALE INFERTILITY, CHRONIC PELVIC PAIN, AND GYNECOLOGIC SURGERY, AND ACCOUNTS FOR NEARLY HALF OF THE
600,000 HYSTERECTOMIES PERFORMED ANNUALLY, AND ENDOMETRIOSIS IS MORE PREVALENT THAN ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE,
PARKINSON'S DISEASE AND EVEN BREAST CANCER, THAT PLACES SIGNIFICANT COSTS FOR THE INDIVIDUAL, AND THE
COMMONWEALTH IN MEDICAL BILLS AND LOST PRCDUCTIVITY; AND

WHEREAS, ENDOMETRIOSIS CAN NEGATIVELY AFFECT A WOMAN OR TEEN'S ABILITY TO WORK, ATTEND SCHOOL,
SOCIAL FUNCTIONS, OR CARE FOR HERSELF AND HER FAMILY, AND CAN FREQUENTLY BE MISDIAGNOSED DUE TO LACK OF
AWARENESS AND UNDERSTANDING OF SYMPTOMS; AND

WHEREAS, ENDOMETRIOSIS SYMPTOMS INCLUDE PELVIC PAIN WITH OR WITHOUT MENSTRUATION, INFERTILITY,
MISCARRTIAGE, ECTOPIC PREGNANCY, PAIN ASSOCIATED WITH SEXUAL INTERCOURSE, GASTROINTESTINAL DIFFICULTIES,
FATIGUE, CHRONIC PAIN, ALLERGIES AND OTHER IMMUNE SYSTEM-RELATED DYSFUNCTION AND ASSOCIATTIONS TO DISEASES
INCLUDING MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS, LUPUS AND FIBROMYALGIZA, AND ENDOMETRIOSIS CAN LEAD TO PAINFUL INTERNAL SCAR
TISSUE KNOWN AS ADHESIONS, RESULTING IN A COMPLEX SET OF SYMPTOMS CRLLED ADHESION RELATED DISORDER; AND

WHEREAS, STUDIES HAVE ALSO SHOWN AN ELEVATED RISK OF CERTAIN CANCERS AND AUTOIMMUNE DISORDERS 1IN
WOMEN WITH ENDOMETRIOSIS AND RARELY, EVEN MALIGNANT CHANGES WITHIN THE DISEASE ITSELF, THUS RESEARCHERS REMAIN
UNSURE AS TO THE SPECIFIC CAUSE OF ENDOMETRIOSIS AND THERE IS NO DEFINITIVE CURE, AND CURRENT TREATMENTS ARHE
OFTEN ACCOMPANIED BY SIGNIFICANTLY NEGATIVE SIDE EFFECTS; AND

WHEREAS, 1IN RECOGNITION OF THE DISABLING EFFECTS OF ENDOMETRIOSIS AS A SIGNIFICANT DISABLING DISEASE
IN WOMEN, IT IS INCUMBENT UPON THE CITIZENS OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS TO SUPPORT THE COURAGEQUS
INDIVIDUALS LIVING AND COPING WITH THIS PAINFUL CONDITION; THEREFORE BE IT

RESOLVED, THAT THE MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MOVES TO PROMOTE ENDOMETRIOCSIS AWARENESS
MONTH EVERY MARCH AND TO ENCOURAGE AWARENESS OF THE ENDOMETRIOSIS RESEARCH CENTER, THE ENDOMETRIOQSIS
ASSOCIATION, AND THE INTERNATIONAL ADHESION SOCIETY; AND BE IT FURTHER

RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THESE RESOLUTIONS BE FORWARDED BY THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TO THE ENDOMETRIOSIS ASSOCIATION.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ADOPTED, OCTOBER 31, 2005,
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